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For all the time and pieces of ourselves we have lost
fighting inside against what we know, feel, been
taught and see;

For all the days we put our heads down because of
the way we are, and yearning for something to look
up to!
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By: Victor Geta:
Is an Ethiopian queer activist who has been
advocating for the physical and mental wellbeing
of the Ethiopian LGBTQ+ for more than a decade.

Facebook: https.//www.facebook.com/victorgeta

"It was a long day and i got home late, as usual,
tired. As i was sitting by the dinner table to finish
up whatever was in front of me and head to
bed, my only sister turned her head and said
something, which led me to write all this...."i
have this new nail shiner polish, do u wanna try
it?...it doesn't show and it looks good." me and
my sis ended up doing our nails and chit

chatting late to the night.

It got me thinking, is this normal, do most guys
sit on a couch and have their nails done by their
sister? ..does she know, is that why she is
comfortable?...does she suspect?..was it a test
which i have failed so miserably?l Couldn't figure
it out. It's true that we all give these little signs
that we r and might be gay.

We like to cook, we like to put on that perfume
which will make all heads turn, we dress nicely
and neatly, and well, we walk the walk.

| call these signs, THE COMING OUT SLOWLY
SIGNS. They guide people in helping them to
sink the idea of our sexuality slowly. When that
secret is all out at the end or one day, all they
have to do is put all the signs together and it
was all there at the beginning.

| was the shiny, giggly kid who tried his mom's
shoe on. | was the kid in high school who
carried his bag so fashionably that the girls
were jealous. | was the kid who wore the
freakiest clothes and wore enormous rings in
campus. I am the guy who irons his clothes and
shines his shoe every day to work and wears a
perfume that will take over the room when i
walk in the office."

These are some of the signs that i had and
have. Those who know will know, those who
don't, when the know one day will sit and think
and say "ahaaaa ... that's why...".... it wouldn't be
that much of a surprise. Ur shiny shoe, u
drinking cocktails rather than beer, u not that
much addicted to soccer, your talk, your walk,
you not dating women and the secret
telephone conversations that u always have to
take outside are all a sign. U might not know it,
people may not suspect it but it's like the
elephant is in the room but no one notices.

| say it's a good thing. Rather than revealing the
whole thing and dropping the bomb from out
of nowhere, at least the signs will give people to
take u as u r and to accept. Its not like anything
is going to change. Just don't wave it in their
face, u might irritate some people. Don't
hesitate to be yourself. It will make your life
easier and it will also make their understanding
way easier. Its a win win.

As for my sister, we had to agree we both
looked FAGulous and went to bed.

Victor Geta
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-my fear

I don't fear death

the thought of being

breath less don't make me cringe

[ don't care if the burrow is

six feet under or sixty

I don't care about the maggots
feeding of my body

what I fear the most is

dying and not leaving a mark
without being somebody who matters

- outsider

I was always an outsider

to my friends to my family

even to my thoughts

I was always the weird one
I can't fit in on every crowd

there was no one I could look up to

[ was my own villan and my own hero.

By: Yona

- queer citizen

I don’t know how to live in this country
The county that sees me as an enemy
Like I am something

That they never heard of

The country that taught me

To hate myself and my kind
Whatever I do they can only see
What they wanna see

Not every being of me

Although it's not easy to let go

It's not just agony

It’s also sweet, sweet memories.

- not alone

Now in this world love is crime

And hate is seen as a civil right
Judging someone who we never met
Is how we stand up for our beliefs
But how come we forgot

That we share this world not rule as Faros
Why don’t we keep on

telling those narcissist voices

we’re not alone

There’s always someone else

We should always remind ourselves
That this is not where reap

Each other apart, this is the place
We fit every parts in the right places
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General Information...

PRF® nE MY TPAL M4 xMNNP
General gender and reproductive health

AN AP TR
ADEIS ALMANGE

Addis Alliance
www.addisalliance.org

AN AALTN MEI9 ARG Re-AT 9LMAND
TIAAL RF A&PE TPNINN RY&EC
RIVLLN KT NN NTOAAL RF
A&PE OMT ATTRPDSEY TIDNLT UNC
NPA T99NC 1@<

/addisAlliance

u @addis_alliance
[CTJ] @addis_alliance

1-Zega

for the sharing of sexual and mental

w 1-Zega is a platform created in 2013

W health information, as well as
provision of resources and materials.
ﬂ /1-zega
@ @1zega

?H)D D& A T9UNET

Zega Support Groups

House of Guramayle

’,f www.houseofguramayle.org

a group of community lead activists
advocating for equal access to social
and economic protections and
resources for the LGBTQ+ community
in Ethiopia

n /houseofguramayle
@ @houseofguramayle

Podcasts & Shows:

Laba Podcast: by Addis Alliance

Blogs and Publications:

Yezeginet Kibir
Queer storytelling, blogging
vk nac and infotainment.

f RONY RO

QUEER Queer Family Ethiopia
Ethiopian Lesbian, Bisexual,

rcamariti - Trans and queer women
blogging.

f BWRO

Zega Mahber

www.zegamahber.org

A USA based association aiming to
bring the Ethiopian Diaspora
Community together and also to
support our siblings in Ethiopia.

n /zegamahber
@ @zegamahber
g @zegamahber

Alen Show: by House of Guramayle
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Leaving No One Behind

All UN Member States have agreed to try to achieve
universal health coverage (UHC) by 2030, as part of the
Sustainable Development Goals.

vyw . Wellbeing Foundation Africa 5?\\ IPEPAR
"  Swelbeincafrica IPPFAR
‘Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights #SRHR has to be integrated into
#UHC if we are to achieve on the broad
Africa Health Agenda' H.E Marie-Chantal

Rwakazina, Mayor, City of Kigali

"A well-designed civil registration &
vital statistics system is essential. Only
with the collection and dissemination
of accurate data can we ensure
effective delivery, evaluation and

mon_ﬂonng of sustaujatlnlle_._ n_effelctl\ve . #AfricaHealth2019
public health strategies” @ ToyinSaraki HAHAIC2019
#AfricaHealth2019 #iwd2019

ﬁ, =y @Amref_Kenya
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